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Charity fund-raising concert series 
Since the early 1990s Harpenden Lions Club has presented charity concerts at Rothamsted Manor in 
Harpenden to raise money for worthwhile causes and to entertain local residents. These events have 
raised at least £15,000 for the benefactors. 

The concerts have established a local tradition and a loyal and appreciative audience. Typically in recent 
years £1,000 has been raised at each event and each one has been a sell out well in advance. 

 
Rothamsted Manor, Harpenden ς venue 

for Harpenden Lions Charity concerts 

The concert series began in 1991 with a recital by local resident Alan Venning. He later presented the 
choir of Beechwood Park School in 1993 ς Beechwood Park is an independent Preparatory School near 
Harpenden.  

The breadth of music and variety of performers has changed over the years. Artists have included the 
Aeolian String Ensemble and local harpist, Margaret Knight. The Wood sisters from Harpenden, 
Rebecca, Katherine and Helena have also performed as well as another Harpenden resident the pianist 
Haydn Dickenson who was central to many of the performances. 

Another talented local musician, the renowned international oboist and professor of music Nicholas 
Daniel, has also performed at a Lions concert. Tom Poster, winner of the Scottish International Piano 
Competition in 2007, has entertained at two concerts in recent years. 

 
Audience at a Harpenden Lions Charity 

concert at Rothamsted  

 



From 2004 performers were drawn from Junior Guildhall, Junior Academy, Wells Cathedral School and 
Chetham's School of Music. Many of the performers have been members of the National Youth 
Orchestra.  

Latterly, as the performers have progressed, the concerts have included students of The Purcell School, 
Royal College of Music, Royal Academy of Music, Guildhall School of Music ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 
Cambridge and a chamber group made up of section leaders of Cambridge University Chamber 
Orchestra. 

 

 

 

15th May 2004 concert 
Left to right 
Haydn Dickenson - piano, Alice Gledhill ς clarinet, 
Sophie Bevan ς soprano, Clare Robson - flute. Guest 
Peter Lilley MP 

 

 

 

13th May 2006 concert 
Left to right 
Back row: Hannah Craib- viola   Alice Gledhill ς 
clarinet, Jae Yoo ς violin, Martha Hardman ς oboe, 
Laura Dixon - violin 
Front row: Benjamin Stevens ς cello, Lully Bathurst - 
bassoon 

 

 

 

 

19th May 2007 concert 
Left to right 
Alice Gledhill ς clarinet, Tom Poster ς piano, Sophie 
Gledhill, cello 

 

 

 

 

 

26th April 2008 concert 
Left to right 
Guy Button ς violin, Tom Poster ς piano, Alice 
Gledhill ς clarinet, Chang-Ho Yoon - Violin 
Sophie Gledhill -cello, Rosalind Ventris -viola 

 

 



Concerts have been extensively reported in the press and recorded on the Harpenden Lions website. 
See http://www.harpenden-lions.co.uk/events_archive_2008.php#concert2008 for the report of the 
concert in 2008. 

Two examples of press coverage are shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нллс ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ άHarpenden Firstέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Rothamsted Concert held 26th April 2008, cutting from Herts Advertiser April 30, 2008 
  

http://www.harpenden-lions.co.uk/events_archive_2008.php#concert2008

