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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Harpenden Lions Club manages and obtains funds for the Life Skills programme which 
provides funding and teacher training for drug, alcohol and sex education for younger 
children in local schools. The programme recently passed two milestones: 15 year's 
work in local schools, and £100,000 income to date. 
 
============================================================ 
 
28 schools with over 8,000 pupils aged 3 years to 16 plus are covered by the local Life Skills 
programme in Harpenden, Redbourn, Wheathampstead, Kimpton, Flamstead and Markyate. 
 
Working in partnership with head teachers and Hertfordshire County Council advisers the 
Harpenden Lions Club donates teaching materials as well as teacher training for vital 
education in personal and social skills and citizenship (including drug, alcohol and sex 
education). 
 
Lions Clubs are committed to supporting local communities and fostering citizenship. It is 
necessary because of chronic under funding for this part of the schools' national curriculum. 
 
Extra income has paid for three secondary schools to make use of visits from educational 
theatre groups. The special schools, St Luke's Redbourn and Watling View St Albans, have 
benefited from special materials and equipment. 
 
Support has also been given to parent-toddler groups in Batford. 
 
Head teachers and County advisers have expressed appreciation for the Club's support over 
the years. A recent report by Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) on life skills 
education in local schools (predominantly Harpenden, Redbourn, Wheathampstead, Kimpton, 
Flamstead and Markyate) showed that the levels of attainment achieved by the local schools 
were above the Hertfordshire average and well above national levels. 
 
From the outset the Harpenden Lions Club has valued the consistent and loyal support of its 
funders made up of charitable trusts, businesses and local people. Annual income has grown 
in stages from £3,000 in the early years to over £10,000 recently. 
 
Two thirds has come from local sources. About a quarter has regularly been raised by the 
Club's annual Easter Egg raffle in 40 local pubs and clubs.  Notable support has come from 
local charitable trusts: among them the Childwick Trust, the Harpenden Trust, the David 
Laing Trust and Harpenden Building Society's charitable trust. Annual grants have also been 
made by Harpenden Town Council. 
 
The Club has been able to extend its work elsewhere in Hertfordshire. In partnership with 
County advisers and fellow Lions Clubs, basic Life Skills packs have gradually reached 250 
primary schools. 
 
In 2004-2005 the Harpenden Lions Club also led a special joint Lions project to donate packs 
for three to five year-olds. This now annually benefits 25,000 pupils in nearly 500 state and 
private nursery schools and groups in Hertfordshire, Luton and Dunstable. 
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To celebrate this work, and to look forward, Harpenden Lions Club recently hosted a party for 
local donors, school representatives and advisers, and community representatives.  Neville 
Osmond, who is soon to retire as Life Skills Officer commented, "We look ahead to new 
challenges and life skills needs, and thank all who have contributed to the programme so far." 
 
 
 
 

 
Harpenden Lions help the community: from left, Neville Osmond, retiring Lions Life Skills 
officer, Dave Price, incoming Lions Life Skills officer, Lions District Governor Louvain 
Allen and Mohan Cashyap, President of Harpenden Lions Club 
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Some of the donors and beneficiaries pictured at the Life Skills reception hosted by 
Harpenden Lions.  From left 
 
Karen Groom, secretary of the Childwick Trust 
Neville Osmond, retiring Life Skills Officer, Harpenden Lions Club 
Councillor John Chambers, Harpenden town mayor 
Robin Blandford, Chairman the Blandford Trust 
Delia Bonner, head teacher Beech Hyde Primary School, Wheathampstead 
Mohan Cashyap, Harpenden Lions Club President 
Deirdre Walker, head teacher The Grove Junior School, Harpenden 
Louvain Allen, Lions District Governor  
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Harpenden town mayor Councillor John Chambers is engrossed in one of the Life Skills 
teaching aids books 
 
 

 
Mohan Cashyap, Neville Osmond (centre) and Louvain Allen with the 
certificate of appreciation presented to Neville Osmond. 
 
 
 


